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ON THE ANCIENT HISTORY AND THE ANTIQUITIES 
OP IBELAND._No. IIL 

Abounding as Ireland does with the most interesting scenery and 
curious remains, and presenting in its history the most striking eyents 
and frightftil revolutions, it only now begins to engage the attention 
of the tourist, the antiquary or the man of letters.: The Rerum 
Hibernicarum Scriptores Veteres, is certainly the greatest tribute that 
has ever been oifered to the literature of this country. .The work 
contains a most voluminous collection of Irish annals, the very names 
of which were before almost unknown to the public, or only known 
to those who slighted their value and misrepresented their contents. 
Such misrepresentations have been, we fear, but too frequent, and the 
universal ignorance as to every thing connected with this island, long 
afforded too much facility for such impositions. 

The care of Dr. O'Conor in collecting and comparing every extant 
copy of such records as he has thus given to the public, cannot be too 
much commended. Indeed the labour he must have encountered, would 
have been enough to daunt any ordinary mind, and were even another 
of equal perseverance to have undertaken the task, it could not have 
been accomplished so entirely to the satisfaction of the public, without 
that union of learning, genius, and critical acumen, which Dr. O'Conor 
unquestionably brought to the subject. His Herculean labours are 
consecrated to the memory of his countrymen, wth a melancholy ad- 
dition, by the mournful reflection that in the struggle for their accom- 
plishment, his body, and even his mind, were broken down. 

Dr. O'Conor was of the ancient family of Belanagare, in the 
county of Roscommon, who claim descent from Roderick O'Conor, 
the kst acknowledged king of Ireland, and whose genealogical history 
presents the rare and curious occurrence of a pedigree in which every 
generation can be distinctly traced, for a penod exceeding probably 
a thousand years, down to the present time, when the living represen- 
tative of that ancient house, the elder brother of Dr. Charles O'Conor, 
and the person in whom, for the first time, the Cloonalis and Belana- 
gare branches are united, is the present member of parliament for the 
county of Roscommon. The author of these volumes was the grandson 
of the late venerable Charles O'Conor. He was himself a second 
son, and bom about the year 1767. At the age of twelve, he was sent 
to the Irish College, at Rome, where he studied for about ten years. 
On his return to Ireland, he was appointed parish priest of Castlerea, 
in the county of Roscommon, a situation which he filled for several 
years. In 1798, the Marquis of Buckingham being Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland, Mathew O'Conor, the younger brother of the doctor, 
(who is now a practising barrister at the Irish bar, and known in the 
literary world as the author of some historico-religious works relating 
to his native country,) was introduced at the viceroy's court, and as 
the late Marquis of B. always approved himself partial to the ancient 
noblesse of Ireland, he is said to have expressed a wish that Di'' 
O'Conor should become private chaplain to the Marchioness, who 
was a Roman Catholic. The intimation was gratefully received by 
Dr. O'Conor, and on the removal of the Marquis from the Irish 

* Remm Ribeniicamm Scriptores veteres. Naocprimum edidit C. 0'Coiio^> 
S. T. D. 4 voU. 4to. Printed for the Duke of Buckingham. Buckingta""' 
1814^1826. 
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government, the doctor accompanied the &mily to Stowe, on which 
occasion, he is chained with having somewhat unjxistifiahly carried with 
him perhaps the most valuable collection extant of Irish MSS. which 
from the literary character of his g^rand&ther, (overrated as it most 
certainly was,) and the less disputable respectabihty of the femily to 
which he belonged, had been deposited at Belanagare. The fact of this 
private adoption of what should have been considered the public pro- 
perty of Ireland is unquestionable, and if the documents had fallen into 
other hands, it might well have been stigmatized as a malfeasance never 
to be too much censured or deplored. 

The accession, however, of these rich national remains to the splendid 
library at Stowe, led to the publication of the Rer. Hib. Scrip. Vet. 
It was but a fair and conscientious requital to the country, the mo- 
numents of which were thus clandestinely conveyed away, and it is but 
justice to impress upon the reader, that it was at the express desire of 
the nobleman who thus became their proprietor, that these ponderous 
volumes of Irish literature were commenced ; by his munificence they 
were ushered into the world, and to him, as their adapted patron, they 
are naturally dedicated. 

It may be also but justice to observe, that the late Marquis farther 
redeemed his debt to Ireland, by likewise prevailing upon Dr.O'Conor, 
who for the latter period of his life had acted as librarian at Stowe, 
to publish that invaluable index to Irish learning, entitled the Biblio- 
theca MS. Stowensis.* In this work, not merely the titles of all the 
Irish MSS. in the Buckingham and Chandos collection are given, but 
a memoir. of each MS., a minute and critical account of its contents, 
and frequently the most interesting extracts are added. 

It is also perhaps requisite to mention, that although the MSS. were 
thus removed to Stowe, the late Marquis did, and the present Duke 
does, continue to afford every facility of access to his invaltiable literary 
collections which any respectable gentleman can reasonably desire, 
with certain very agreeable accompaniments, which mark the wealth 
and hospitality of the noble proprietor. 

About the year 1813, Dr. O'Conor, though placed somewhat be- 
yond the gyrations of the Irish Maelstrom, was yet involved in the 
Well known controversy on the domestic nomination of Roman Catholic 
bishops in Ireland. On that occasion, he published those letters under 
the title of Columbanus, by which he incurred much jealousy among 
the Roman OathoUc clergy, and became rather unpopular in Ireland. 
These efTects of his work he takes occasion to regret in one of the 
volumes of the Rer. Hib. Scrip. His opinion on the subject indeed 
seems to have remained unchanged, but in these matters of politico- 
religious disqaisition and asperity, his countrymen have happily no 
longer the same interest. 

The labour of collecting the valuable comments whidi run through 
his works, and still more, perhaps, the mechanical drudgery of super- 
intending their publication, seem to have powerfully contributed to 
the premature decay of this industrious writer. ' He returned in the 
year 1827 to the home of his early days, and for a time the renovation 
01 past feelings and associations seemed to produce a sensible and ser- 
viceable eifeet upon his bodily and mental health. His constitution 
^as however too far gone before the antidote was applied, and in a few 
months he sunk into a stupor in which his existence ultimately dosed. 

• 2 vols. 4to. 1818-19. 
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The following particulars of the plan and arrangement of the Remm 
Hibemicarom Scriptores Veteres, are eabjoined, as likely to prove in- 
teresting to the reader. The work consists of four large quarto vo- 
lumes in Latin, edited at different intervals. The first contains a trea- 
tise entitled " Epistola Nuncupatoria," in which the sources of Irish 
historv are ably traced and delineated through all their more than Nile- 
like intricacies and obscurity. An explicit detail is supplied of all the 
native historians ; their value is soundly estimated ; and the repositories 
where their works are to be found are stated, as well as the condition 
in which they survive. Much light is also thrown in this part of the 
work upon the letters, language, poetry, and miscellaneous learning 
of the Irish in the olden time ; as well as on the state of the arts, of le- 
gislation, and of government among them; and not only are specimens 
of the extant MSS. given, but also a key or clue is afforded, by which 
to faciUtate the perusal of them, and to decide the era of each. It is 
here also satisfactorily demonstrated, that very numerous schools bad 
been founded in Ireland, and what was the course and extent of the 
learning communicated in these seminaries. Dr. O'Conor further takes 
occasion in this " Nnncupatory Letter," to adjust the early religion of 
the Irish to his own belief, that Druidism existed in Ireland, accom- 
panied by all those rites and ceremonies with which it was invested in 
Britain and Gaul. 

The " Prolegomena," which complete the first volume, are still 
more interesting and valuable — ^fiirnishing, as they do, highly sa^fac- 
tory testimonials and proofs of ancient Irish history from Greek and 
Roman authors. A groundless prejudice had long prevailed, that Ire- 
land was whoUy unknown to those nations, or at least that no traces 
of it were discernible in their classic remains. In the " Prolegomena," 
however, of the Rer. Hib. Scrip, there are speaking evidences detailed 
to prove that wherever they gleaned their information, (probably from 
the Phcenicians,) they did know much about Ireland — although, it mast 
be admitted, that in most instances they speak of it in terms suited to 
their well-known supercilious contempt for all people but themselves. 

In these Prolegomena also the language, learning, sciences, arts, 
annals, poetry, and religious rites of Ireland, are yet more fiilly deve- 
loped in the interesting light of classic illustration. The foreign geo- 
graphical notices of the island, from that of Ptolemy downward, are 
ably condensed, while some very ancient native productions — as, for 
example, the confession of St. Patric, his letter to the British prince 
Coroticus, and the celebrated hymn of St. Feich, are introduced, with 
criticisms on the various other Irish remains. 

The latter volumes comprise the annals. In the second are those of 
Tigernach, undoubtedly written in the eleventh century. The Annals 
'of Innis&llen and those of Boyle, both compiled in the thirteenth cen- 
tury. In the third volume is the first part of the Annals of the Four 
Masters, a compilation of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries ; and 
the fourth volume is devoted to the Ulster Annals, (ab A. D. 4dl< 
ad an 1131,) collected in the fifteenth century. 

The text of each of these annals is given with all that minute pre- 
cision of accuracy which can only result from diligent compiling and 
comparing. In juxta-position with the original is added a version in 
flowing modern Latin, but at the same time of a simplicity of style 
suited to the purpose of legitimate translation, while to all very copious 
notes are appended, shewing the parallel passages in other annals, or 
the places whose confirmation is thrown upon the text, from external 
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testimony, and to each of the bbtories thus edited, a fhll and candid 
notice is prefixed, explanatory oi the era of the MS. and what is still 
more necessary, the state and circumstances under which it is now to 
be found, and the counterparts or duplicates with which it was com- 
pared. 

Of all these Annals those of Tigemach are much the most valuable, 
not only as he is the most ancient vernacular historian of any northern 
country now extant, and by much the most accurate in his chronology, 
bat also as his history is the only one of those published, which ex- 
hibits the even and skilful work of one hand ; the others are rather 
monastic registries, joint-stock compilations of different authors and 
periods. The candid admission with which Tigernach commences his 
chronicle has been already adverted to in the first of these papers. To 
the time of the coming of St. Patric his annals are general ; thence- 
forward they are confined to Irish affairs. 

Tigemach was an abbot of the venerable abbey of Clonmacnoise, 
and Dr. O'Conor does not &il to express a very mstifiable pride in 
his having also been of the line of the O'Conors of Connaught. 

Tigemach's, as well as the other annals, are interspersed with very 
valuable dissertations and annotations by the editor. In Tigemach's 
occur two, deserving of particular attention. The first, at a.d. 563, 
contains some very interesting accounts relative to St. Columba ; and 
the second, some curious notices of the state of religion in Ireland 
daring the seventh century. 

Of the annals of Innisfallen two series are supplied from M.SS. 
respectively in the Bodleian library, and in that of Trinity College, 
Dablin. Both are attributed to the monks of the still enchanting 
island in the lower lake at Killamey, which gives to the work " a 
local habitation and a name." The Bodleian copy commences with a.d. 
*28, and closes with the year 1 196, immediately after which is a fiill 
and interesting discussion, by Dr. O'Conor, on the celebrated Ogham 
inscriptions, and the general character of ancient Irish letters, with a 
test of certain marks or contractions by which the respective eras of 
Irish MSS. may be adjusted. This leads to a discussion on the acquire- 
jnents of the Phoenicians and the probabiUty of their intercourse with 
JiAnt Ireland, as also on the rites and religious ceremonies practiced 
la this country during that age. The other copy of these annals as 
wUated with the MS. in Trinity College, Dublin, commences in A. D. 
250, and terminates in 1088. By their mutual co-operation, when 
■dilated, a very excellent account is supplied of the affairs of Ireland, 
especially in the south, during the period of which both treat. 

The annals of the monastery of Boyle, in the county of Roscommon, 
conclude the second volume ; they extend from a. d. 420 to 1245, but are 
tile most meagre in interest of any. Nicholson in his Irish Historical 
Library, confounds these annals with the annals of Connaught, from 
which, however, they are very distingnishable. 

. The third and largest volume of the Rerun Hibemkarum Scriptores 
''occupied by those most comprehensive memorials of Irish history, 
tne annals of the Four Masters. They are sometimes designated the 
Boaals of Donegal, from having been conmiitted to writing in the 
fonvent of that ancient town. They are, however, more usually 
wown by the former appellation, as being more particularly the work 
"I four eminent antiquaries. It appears, however, by the certificate 
prefixed to the work, and signed by the two gentlemen who had been 
"•periors of the convent while it was in progress, that there were in 

I 4 
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reality six persons concerned in its compilation. The work was dedi- 
cated to Ferral O'Gara, Lord of Moy-Garn and Coolayin, and one of 
the knights elected to represent the county of Sligo in the parliament 
held at Dublin, in th? year 1633; the extensive ruin? of his ances- 
tral castle are yet traceable on the bank of that fine expanse of water, 
Lough Grara. The oiig^inal dedication was written by Michael O'Clancy, 
by which it appears that he wa^ the principal person under whose di- 
rection the work was ciurried on, and no man could be better suited 
for such a service. Having travelled into France iil search of MSS. 
relating to Ireland, he collected such abundant materials as have sup- 
plied the matter of many valuable works. The; Acta Sanctpruni were 
drawn almost wholly from his stores. The wprk in question was de- 
duced from numerous and highly ancient chronicle?, many of which 
tave now perished, and it decidedly supples the most copious illustra- 
tion of the history of Ireland, civil and ecclesiastical, during the period 
of which it. treats; it is, however, greatly defective ija chropology, 
and not unfrequently exhibits very culpable anachronisms. 

The original compilation was bound in two firfio volumes, the first 
of which only is published in the Rerum Hiber^icarum Scriptores, 
extending from the earliest period to th^ year 1171. It was one of 
those MSS. before alluded to, as brought over by Di;. O'Conor to the 
Buckingham coUection. The second volume of the original commences 
at A.D. 1335 and closes with 1605; it is at present sleeping in the 
valuable but little-known MS.-room of Trinity College, Dublin, its 
publication would be a national service worthy of the noUe institution 
to which it belongs. . 

The annals of Ulster are contained in Dr. O'Conor s fourth volume. 
They are so called because they chiefly treat of the a&irs of that prO' 
vince, and they comprise the intervj. from a.d. 431 to 1131. , _As» 
sort of supplement to those of the eighth century, the editor enriches 
this part oi the work with some very able annotations on the ancient 
schools of Ireland, as well as on the fine and the mechanical arts in 
this CQuntry, the learned men of the period, and the niunerous and 
successful missions sent out hence to the different countries of Europe. 

A few extracts from Tigemach (or Tiemah, as the naupe is pro- 
nounced,) will enable the reader to judge better 1j«ui any mere des- 
cription could do, of the general nature of these annals : 

■Excerpta ex Tigemachi annalibus (versione Latina C. O'Conor, dJ>') 
('Testimomttm de Tigemachio ex Annalibus Innisfalenubus, ad an. 

^^ "Tigemachjjs nepos Branii, de clientela Muradachi, successor Cia-i 
rani Cluanosmac-nois et Conjiani, sapiens, illustris ingenio et doctnn^ 
et Doctor egregius,. et vir. qui scripsit annalcs Hibernis, usque aa 
annum hunc, obiit et sepultus est apud Cluanniacnois. 

MS. FoL 1. An. ante C. 305.—" In anno 18mo. Ptplem^i, ioitiatns 
est regnare in Eamania IJltoni^ Re^4 Cimbaoth : tunc in Temoria, 
totins Hiberuiae Regia, regnabat Eochodius Victor, pater Uganu- 
Omma motinmenta Scotorum usque Cimbapth incerta tscaaXT 

From this period until an. ante C. 8% the anwds are almost 
wholly occupi^ with a cpn^pendium of univ»^ history, apparently 
compiled from various authors; the only notice of Ireland being tfl« 
nam^ of the successive kings of Eamania, and the number of je>^ 

thev reignecL „., 

An. ante C. 69. " Triginta Rege» La^eiuennnm domiaavenint supra iJiU" 

niam, a tempon Labradii Navalis, usque ad Cathirium mi^um." 
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An. ant. C. 42. " Fergndtta LMides regnat in Kainania uiius 12, qui con- 
4ixit caaim monstnim in Laca Rudra^orum, et dimenu* est ibi. Asno V. poktea 
nativitas ConcoUini £lii Scanlani, xi. anno Angnsti." 

An.ant C. 80. " Conarins Mj^ns fiUna Eder^eolii Regis Hibernia, R«r{)kH ffi- 
UiniM sank 80. • Divisa est Hibernia in ^[umque partes, post primam vasttnaiatm 
Arcis, sive munimenti Regii duoriun Heroum, contra Conarium Magnum, Sders- 
geolii Blium. EMviaa est neiii]K, in qninqne partes, inter Concobarua filium NeSMs, 
*t Carbreum Niafear, et Ti^ernacham Tedhbaonach, et Degadinm filiitti tma, et 
Alildum Magagi filium, et Meabham Begimom Cniachania, Arcis Regnm Cooi. 
nadje." 
Anno seqnente Concnllinus Heros, (vnlgo Cacullin) natus est. 
Anno Christi 2. " Mors Concullini fortissimi herois Seotonim, occisi per Lnga- 
dinm filimn Conroi, Regem Momonin, et per Ercam filiom CarbtKi Niafear, Le. 
Regem Teraoria;, et a tribns filiis Collatini de Connachtensibus. Septiitaum wtatig 
annum attigit quando obtiiinit iieigaia Militaria; 17?. anno Ktatis insecntns est 
pnedam bourn Cualgniae, 27 setatis annum attigit quando occisus est." 

A. C. 33. " Concobarus filius Nessae obiit hoc anno. Coi succeeeit filina ejus 
Cunniscracli, qui rq^navit in Eimiania annis 3." 

" Pnelium acerrimnra gestum est contra FroTinciam Oln^ginai^fat, i; e. Connada, a 
Cumnscracho filio ConcobarL Cumuscraebos obit, occistia a Mac Cechtb. JMac 
Cechtus occisHs est extemplo postea, per Conallum Ceamacli, apiad arborea dictos 
Mac Cechti arbores. Glassncus filiUs Coucobari regnat in Eamaaia annis 9." 

A. C .44. " Lugadius rubris circulis notatus, filius ( vel alumnus) trium Finoolmih 
Eamauise, regnat in Temoria annis 27. Triginta Reges e Dimidio Septentrionali 
Hibemiae, dicto Dimidio Conni, regnaveruut a tempore Lugadii ad tempus Diar- 
mitii fim Cerbeolii."t 

A. C. 62. « Inundatio (are eiruptio) Slagni Moinen^s ultra regionem Leth-mmn, 
!• e. Lacus Neaeh (Lough Neagb) occnpavit locum sive spatiiun Regioni* Cbio. 
foiche, anno quo pacem inserunt Dubtiacbus dictus Obcsecator" (probably from his 
uemg a notable performer in the practice of gougeing) " a'quo originem traxit Cli- 
eutela O'DuiEorum, et Fergusius filius Rogii." 

. -A- _C. 69. " Meaba Regina Cruacbanii, Regii munimenti Connacise,filiaEochodii 
Moesti, B«gi8 Hibemije, occisa est a Furbudirt filio Concpbari." 

A. C. 79. « Lugadius Rubricatus rubris circuli*, occisus est a tribus fninpuia 
Hosptiomm Lugnensium Prsefcctibus, velj jttxta alios, proprio giadio ceddit, 
Mosrore confectus, propter uxoris Deryoi^ !», filise Regis Saxonum" [Ifr. 
O' Conor translates Ingben Ri Locblann 'daughter of the king of the Saxons.' 
f he word Locblann or Locblaind means more accurately the land or people of Uie 
wkes, and the doctor admits in his note, that it was used in tiie 9th century to 
■"gnify the Norwegians and Danes. Many circumstances conduce to streiigtheAi the 
opinion that intermariiages took place between the h^ faiaililes of Irelaiid and 
of Denmark, even at tlus early period.] 
Crimthanuis Heros audax Rex totius Hibemin regnat an. 16i 
^> Ci 82. " Irial Glunmar die Dominica, in tempore Deo Samnio sacroy ocei- 
«us est a rege Crimthano, yel a Gallis, ut alii dicunt'* 

. A. C. 85. " Crimthan-Nia-nair moritur. Rex Hibernise, Feradadiu CoBj^h)^ 
•Justus, filius Crimthani, regnare incipit, ahhis 23, in Teinoria. MoranusiSp 
■Mania hoc tempon clkruit. Thomas Apostolus otdsus est gladio.in C&laiAiilat^ 
^- C._ 12a '< Flachiis Fmdotad rex Hibetni« interfectuk eit in Telboria, R^* 
^» vel in campo Bdgarm, ut alii ainnt, fier EUnuiiih filluib Gonrii, id est p» 
«^ni Ultoniae, qui ceddit fostea in pralio, bcdans a TuathaUo, eogdominato 
Adventu magno, ad vindicandum patrem suuib) ab Elimio interfectum." 

" Amo abinde tertio, regnarit Tuathal. adventu magnns, uinis SO. ts primus 

'^'P' Boum tribntum, dictijm Borum, a Lageniensibus, eiqiie grimo solutum est." 

A. C. 160- Tuathalius adveilta nlagnus, ocdsns est a MalioRege ttltonift apad 

^enuta gabund in Dalaradii. Alino seqibnt* FSdhlittiiain* figiJk- Magnb*. 

""•us Tuathalii adventu tnagni, rcgnavit annis 9." 

A. C. 161. " BresdluB filius Briuni reglidt in Eamania nnnis 19, qui lacum Laix 

Dmtravit : cujus conjux Mora, uxor ejus, obiit nuerore consumpta, a qua nomen 

""wt Rath More, i. e. Arx sive munimentum Mone, in campo Leme," 

I {^"^^.Conuit annia proealdaUo cormpta snat 

T trgnavit Diarmltias is Rex Christianns sb A. C. 544 Ad. An. C. 965. 
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Conn of the Hundred Battles. 

A. C. 165. " Cathirius magnus rez Hibemi» ceddit, occisui a Lnagniii Te- 
morensibus, et Connus centum pnelionun, regnat in Temoiia, annia 20. Tertio 
^po6ttia annOf Hibcmia diTisa est in Anas partes, inter Connum centnm pneliorum, et 
Mogam Nnadhat, cui nomen erat £oganus venustns aqtectn, a quo nominatui 
Begio Eoganacht." 

A. C. 17]. " Ann'i 15 [ *] a MomoniensibuB (L e. MnnBtermen) Begam 

regnis aimul collatis, donee ad regnom perveniaaet Connus centum pneliormn, quo 
spatio wptem Reges Pictorum regnarerunt in Hibemia [ *1 

A. C. 181. " Connus centum pnelionun occidit Mogham Nuadhat, Aostralis 
Hiberniee Regem, in Campo Lene. Secnndo anno deinde (vel poet bienninm) 
Kal. Jan. inddentibus in feriam I." v 

« Connus Centimacbus occisns est in pnelio de Tuatbamross, per Tibradium 
Tireach, Kegem Ultonia, die Martis, in regione Connacia dicta Irrus sive Irrua 
Danmoniorum* ut alii aiunt. Tunc Artburus unicus Conni filius, regnavit post 
Connum, Hex Hibemias annis 32." 

Excerptim ex Tigemachi fragmeato. 

"(Obtachus — Coel-Breg, filius Uganii Magni, combiistns, cum 30 Kegulii 
secum, in Arce Regali Campi Albi, in Domo Regia CoMis Stn^a sanguinei, per 
Labradium Naralem, diritiis celebrem, filiuiu Alildi iilustris, filii Liaogarii Ferocis, 
filii Uganii Magni, ad vindicandum Patrem suuni et Avum, quos ocddit Cobta- 
chus Coel-Breg. Bellum exinde oritor inter Lagenienses etDimidinm Conni (i.e. 
Dimidium Septentrionale Hibemije.)" 

It is easy, and idle, to sneer at these indigested registers as doll or 
fabulous chronicles of petty squabbles and unimportant events. The 
true history of every nation must begin in meagre annals. More than 
a thonsand years from the epoch inscribed upon the Parian marbles 
had elapsed before Herodotus first recounted the history of early 
Greece at the Olympic games ; Fabius Pictor and Livius Andronicus, 
the most ancient of the Roman historians, did not live till five centu- 
ries and a half after the foundation of the city, and if we give credit 
to these writers, relating after so long a period, events which happened 
when there was none to record them, why should we refuse consider- 
ation to the Irish annals, penned when Christianity and letters were 
already spread throughout the island? The same reasoning will apply 
to some narrations evidently ftdse, mixed up occasionally with these 
native records. We do not throw by Herodotus and Livy as idle tales, 
because we find in them relations £rom which we must withhold belief* 
but disentangling the thread of truth, from the web of error in which 
it is sometimes interwoven, we exercise a sound discretion in adjusting 
the traditions of the crednlous and uninformed, by the standard of 
probability and reason, taken, however, from the manners, characters 
and circumstances of the times under consideration, and not from those 
of our own times. As to the want of yet earlier literary monuments^ 
when the perpetually prevailing internal dissensions and warfare, the 
wasting ravages of the Danes, and the hostile and destructive diligence 
of the English are considered, the wonder is, that so much that i> 
really curious and valuable still remains. 

Dr. Campbell, in a treatise written to oppose the authority of the 
Insb annals, admits, that " there is firm ground for persuasion, that » 
very considerable intercourse did formerly subsist between Spain and 
Ireland. We are told by Orosius, who flourished in the fourth cen- 
tury, that the Scythians, expelled from GaUida in Spain, by Constsn- 
tine the Great, took shelter in Ireland, where they found the country 

• t — r] I-o"" mntaiM, nee facile restitnendaa. It la scarcelj necessary to mention, tliat"" 
eld Latin names of Leiuster, Munstcr, Coonaoaiit and Ulster, wen TfSinTiiiai Momonia, ^'*^ 
■acts, Ultonia. ■* 
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already under the dominion of their countrymen the Scyths or Scots."* 
Ammiaiias Marcellihus states, so early as the third centAry, that the 
Scots came from Cantabria in Spain, to Ireland. Avienns, in the 
fourth century writes, that " Ireland was called the Holy Island hy the 
Ancients" — Insulam Sacram dixere prisci. He adds,, that he took 
his account of the royage of Himilco, from the Pheenician annals, and 
we find this voyage also recorded in Pliny 1. 2, c. 7. Dr. Warner, after 
an examination of numerous ancient authorities, infers, that " &r from 
wondering if the Phoenicians taught the use of letters to the Irish, 
the wonder would be if they did not." Eren « the pugnacious John 
Knkerton," as Sir^Walter Scott justly styles him, admits that « Ireland 
as lying on the West of Britain, seems to hare been known to the 
Phceniciahs before Britain." " if oreigners may imagine," he continues, 
" that it is granting too much to the Irish to allow them lists of kings 
niore ancient than those of any other country in modern Europe ; but 
the singularly compact and remote situation of that island, its freedom 
from the conquest, and from the concussions of the fall of the Roman 
empire, may infer this allowance not too mnch."-J- 

Dr. Priestly and Pinkerton concur in observing that there is scarcely 
any method by which historic lists of kings or princes is better pre- 
served than by the traditionary song by which the Seanachies of the 
aocient noble families of Ireland preserved their genealogical compu- 
tations ; and the ingenious Dr. Bernard truly adds, that " the Irish ge- 
nealogies still extant, carry intrinsic proofs of their being genuine and 
authentic, by their chronological accuracy, and consistency with each 
other, through all the lines, collateral as well as direct; a consistency 
not to be accounted for on the supposition of their being fabricated in 
a subsequent age of ignorance, but easily explained if we admit them 
to have been drawn from the source of real family records and truth."-}- 

Those however who still continue incredulous, wiU do well to con- 
sider the curious and indisputable fact, that at the coimcilof Constance, 
held in 1416, a dispute ansing between the English Mid the French 
tor precedency, the English were denied the honor of voting as a na- 
tion, and were considered as a colony of Germans, or a province con- 
nected with the German empire, until it occurred to the English am- 
^sadors to claim on the principle that their king was king of Ireland. 
fheir canonists pleaded " that as the whole world was divided into 
three parts, namely, Asia, Africa, and Europe, so Europe was divided 
joto four kingdoms, viz : first, the Roman ; second, the Constantinopo- 
htan ; third, the Irish, which hath now been transferred to the English ; 
and fourthly, the Spanish kingdom. Whence it is plain, that the king 
of England and his kingdom, are among the most eminent and most 
Mcient of the monarchs and realms of all Europe ; a prerogative which 
"ance cannot claim."§ The validity of this plea was admitted by the 
council : here it is evident, that the antiquity and dignity of the En- 
glish monarchy was acknowledged to rest upon its connection with 
"eland. E. J. 

* Strict, p. 64. t Pinkerton'g Scotland, v. 2. 

t Inquiry into the origin of the Scots. Trans. R. S. A. vol 1. 

$ " QuodEuropa inquatuor dividitor regno, primTun videlicet Romaunm, secundum, 
^''''^ntinopolitanoin, tertium return Hibemis quod jam translatum est in An- 

Slicos," &c « Ex quo patet quod Rex Angliai et regnum suun sunt da 

"■unentioribus et antiquioribus r^bus et regnis totius Earopa;," &c 

Acta ConciL Constaas. A. D. 1417. Sess. 28-31. M. S. Cotton. lib. 

See alto Usher, Selden, Sir Lawrence Parsons' < Defence,' and Dr. Campbell. 



